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This study explored the role of children's picture books in promoting innovation and creativity 

among young learners in China. Recognizing the potential impact of early literacy on cognitive 

development, this research aimed to objectively measure how engagement with picture books 

influences children's creativity. Employing a quantitative research methodology, the study 

gathered data from a diverse sample of 1000 children aged 5 to 8 years across various urban 

and rural schools in China. The study utilized a stratified random sampling technique to ensure 

a representative distribution across socioeconomic, educational, and cultural backgrounds. Our 

findings reveal a significant correlation between creativity, the frequency of reading, and the 

diversity of books read. Moreover, parental involvement emerged as the most influential 

predictor of creativity scores. Although digital books positively impacted traditional reading 

interactions, they substantially attained higher creativity levels. The study's robust statistical 

model explains 72% of the variance in creativity outcomes, emphasizing the predictability of 

factors. The conclusion underscores the essential role of diverse and interactive reading 

practices in fostering children's creativity. Implications of these findings suggest that 

integrating a variety of picture books and encouraging parental engagement in children's 

reading routines can significantly enhance creative development.  
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1. INTRODUCTION  

Children's literature, particularly picture books, plays a pivotal role in young readers' cognitive and 

emotional development. In China, where educational models have traditionally emphasized rote learning 

and conformity, introducing picture books designed to foster innovation and creativity represents a 

significant shift towards more holistic educational approaches (Young et al., 2020). This study explores 

how children's picture books can act as catalysts for cultivating these essential skills among young Chinese 

learners. Cheung (2018) found two significant effects of early childhood education: cognitive and creative 

development.  

Many techniques and aids are used in the initial stages of teaching. However, pictorial books for 

children remain a particular component. Enhanced by vibrant illustrations and fast-paced narratives, fun 
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books, along with their integrated pictures, are sources of entertainment for children and a catalyst for 

imagination, creativity, and innovative thinking (Li, 2009).  

 A robust cultural inheritance enriches this nation but simultaneously faces altered educational 

values, which are more prone to target desired competencies than let creativity and free-thinking nurture 

the nature of the child. However, in the 21st century, the growing need for innovative and creative answers 

to seek possible answers to impossible questions is the new way of modern thinking, thereby culminating 

in personal, societal, and economic growth (Xu, 2018). Illustrated books have the crucial power of opening 

the way to complex thoughts for children. As Nikolajeva & Scott (2001) suggest combining text and 

pictures can undertake this capacity. It delivers what regular books or our standard moral message will 

never have the capacity to do. Unlike traditional textbooks, these multimedia books use visuals (pictures 

and text) to amplify learners' information retention capability and improve their cognitive abilities (Arizpe 

& Styles, 2015). It enhances the child's overall cognitive functioning by improving their memory-recalling 

abilities.  

Likewise, their language development recurs alongside fostering visual-spatial skills. Reading with 

your child is a progressive and engaging activity that helps your child gain strong communication and enrich 

social skills. Through this co-involvement in the reading process, the adults serve as mediators of 

communication between the book and the child, thus providing more beneficial and longer-lasting 

consequences for the child's development than interacting with the book independently (Cetinkaya et al., 

2019). Construing the fact that the interaction is mediated is another critical issue in the Chinese context, 

where parental participation in early childhood education is highly appreciated, and the education system 

highly values parent engagement (Ayşe, 2021). 

The Chinese educational standard at the early stage of learning has begun to shift from rote-learning 

practices to creative prompting (Mathias et al., 2013). In response to the growing demands of developing 

innovation that advocates novelty and originality for the perpetually transforming world and its 

transforming needs, the old school of thought has outrun the inspiration for the creative and critical 

approach. The recent reforms in the Chinese government's educational policy call for terminating the habit 

of learning facts by heart and introducing a new educational paradigm that supports creativity and critical 

thinking (Jin et al., 2022). 

In picture books, the mutual co-dependence between visual and verbal items could also be 

advantageous, especially in a Chinese scenario where educational strategies are transforming to allow 

creativity and critical thinking abilities to be nurtured among the students. It has adopted a strong foot-hold 

as one of the country's reformatory educational policies (Cetinkaya et al., 2019). Research shows that 

children start to acquire language at a very early age. Language acquisition and creative problem-solving 

initiate the moment children come into contact with their first encounter with a language or literary 

experience, and their development paths start formulating in their brains from that day onwards (Petitto, 

1988). It is exciting to the researcher that children's picture books often incorporate fantasy to some extent 

and open-ended resolutions, which are critical in forming imaginative play and creativity (Nikolajeva & 

Scott, 2001). Creative thinking subsequently harbors the cognitive development of a child. A young reader 

who thinks creatively activates pathways of new mental functioning. Children's books also serve as cultural 

bridges that bring children to different views and educational levels (Colomer & Kümmerling-Meibauer, 

2010).  
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Thus, it is vital in China's rapidly evolving socioeconomic environment, where the ability to 

internalize divergent perspectives and put them together is the crucial difference between reacting and 

innovating. The literature review has shown that picture books possess cognitive and creativity-enhancing 

functions, whereas such focus within the context of the Chinese curriculum needs to be improved. This 

research study is intended to bridge the gap by investigating how it is employed in classrooms in China and 

its influence on elementary groups' imagination and innovation. This will give the researchers a pivotal 

resource to put the finger on different aspects of the subject and figure out the best way forward for 

educators, government officials, and content producers. 

On the one hand, children's picture books are believed to stimulate innovation and creativity and 

demolish the barriers to their effective integration in the education sector. On the other hand, creativity and 

critical thinking are the main obstacles in China's educational system. This study proposes tackling the 

identified challenges by listing the difficulties involved and suggesting possible methods to utilize picture 

books to promote kids' creativity and inherent creative potential. On the contrary, we have witnessed the 

long-established practice of students deemed worthy to excel academically using standardized testing and 

memorization at the expense of creative and critical thinking (Short, 2018). The results will shed light on 

the inefficacy of these standards by underscoring the significance of picture books enhancing creativity and 

creative spurts originating from active engagement with innovation involving critical thinking. 

The traditional orientation may inhibit the integration of literature sources that stimulate innovative 

and creative thinking because they have no direct contribution to children's academic scores. Teachers are 

expected to choose well-adopted teaching styles that correspond with the objectives of the school, which 

aim to achieve high test scores and reserve time for their preparation, seemingly at the expense of the more 

creative and innovative initiatives for free-thinking tasks. The issue of conflict in the continuity of 

traditional education and innovatory approaches of the new tools, such as picture books to be implemented, 

has pointed out a significant disparity between reformatory educational policies and their implementation 

in the education sector (Jin et al., 2022). 

The research highlighted a supply bottleneck of high-level, culture-based picture books created to 

spark imagination and ingenuity in the Chinese indigenous way of thinking. Though Western literature 

provides plenty of variety and different ideas, it is also necessary to have books that originate from China 

so that they can relate to the local social norms and values (Jin et al., 2022). Drafting and delivering the 

books with adaptability to produce engaging, culturally appropriate material that borders on inducing 

creativity requires coordination among teachers, writers, and illustrators. First, the teachers must be trained 

to use picture books to impart educational lessons. Due to the lack of knowledge, many instructors may 

need help integrating these educational means into the curriculum, thus restraining their efficacy in 

developing creative thinking (Stroganova, 2014).  

With numerous teacher-training programs, teachers can be furnished with the necessary skills to 

utilize picture books in a manner that aims at a debate-oriented approach and garners critical thinking among 

students. The other concern is a problem related to the rare availability of diverse picture books in some 

places in China, especially in rural areas and other poor sections of society. Therefore, the children from 

this community may be less likely to have access to learning facilities conducive to developing creativity 

skills (Weng et al., 2021; Bus et al., 2020). 
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Securing the equitable distribution of educational resources, such as picture books, is vital to 

stimulate an equal momentum of creativity among the poor, the rich, and those living in remote places. Two 

issues emerge when the role of digital technology in education is elucidated. Initially, digital platforms can 

improve the accessibility of picture books and make them more interactive, thus appealing to youngsters 

with access to digital gadgets. However, there are dangers of distraction, and it can reduce focus on the 

physically interactive form of learning. The interactive nature or physical involvement in the learning 

process is a critical factor for the mind and body's well-being, functionality and development processes 

aiming at the overall cognitive development of a child (Antonietti et al., 2020).  

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

The ensuing literature on children's picture books as a source of fostering innovation and creativity, 

particularly within the Chinese context, is thoroughly reviewed. The visual narratives in children's books 

affect cognitive development. It revealed that the texture of images combined with reading content provided 

in picture books helps improve descriptive comprehension and makes it easier for youngsters to form 

alternative perspectives, which is vital for creative cognition (Tracey & Francesca, 2020). Furthermore, 

Pulimeno et al. (2020) revealed that children who read more picture books exhibit superior creativity and 

imagination during the tasks that test those aspects compared to others. Children's picture books are also 

viewed as a means of preservation and transfiguration of cultural values, which inspires them to become 

the subject of scrutiny even in academia. A study by Tang (2015) on the storytelling techniques in 

contemporary Chinese picture books highlights an intriguing dynamic: the books act as the bridge between 

(vibrant and dynamic) traditional Chinese culture and the evolving modern society. It connects and delivers 

the culture's tradition, values, and inherent beauty to the modern generation, keeping it alive in the form 

and narrative. This preservation becomes the reservoir of cultural heritage. Nisak et al.  (2021) conducted 

research, and they found that it is a way to keep the cultural heritage and lend identity to the creative young 

artists who learn and grow by imitating these works.  

Picture books are also related to children's culture, which inculcate social and emotional skills, 

grooming empathy and nurturing societal norms via this culture. These are two significant and valuable 

components for any individual to integrate well into society. Books can serve two purposes: as an 

indispensable tool and as a brain development tool in children (Tang, 2015). 

Vygotsky (2004) concluded that children who read more picture books score higher in tasks that 

measure creativity and imagination than those who do not read much. Children's picture books and other 

academic fields primarily focus on preserving and transforming cultural identification (Holmes et al., 2019). 

Chinese, in general, cherish their cultural identity. They value preserving it, and the storytelling techniques 

in contemporary Chinese picture books highlight this intriguing dynamic of preserving the heritage values 

and culture of ancient times and passing them on to the modern world (Tang, 2015).  

Similarly, Nisak et al. (2021) found that narratives preserve cultural heritage and play a significant role 

in young readers' artistic and creative identity formation. Therefore, the above research suggests that parents 

who are more engaged in reading activities with their children can substantially raise their children's ability 

to think creatively, unlike those parents who do not involve their children in such activities. The second 

interesting finding is the way picture books assist in neutralizing the damaging results of excessive screen 

time on digital devices (Madanipour & Cohrssen, 2020).  
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In a modern world where digital devices dominate children's everyday lives. Yang and Li (2022) argue 

that a physical picture book brings balance back to children. Discovering picture books helps a child's 

imagination and concentration. The central focus of this study is represented by contemporary Chinese 

picture books that take up social and global tasks that will help children become more prepared to cope 

with our modern world life, which is full of complex situations. Ultimately, the ideological effects of 

children's books on an early childhood education setting were critically examined. 

More empirical data is needed on why children's picture books are crucial in developing children's 

innovative and creative abilities in China. Therefore, to fill this gap, more research is needed because 

individual research in previous studies will result in a tendency to garner the benefits that picture books 

have on innovation and creativity among Chinese children. Young et al. (2020), owing to one's vested 

interest. Although much research is generally available concerning the advantages offered by reading, the 

fact that further studies, which are more exhaustive and specific, need to be carried out to pinpoint precisely 

the role played by picture books in enhancing innovation and creativity becomes clear.  

Chinese myths, legends, and historical culture have been passed from one generation to another 

throughout the centuries. Thus, it offers a vast selection of themes that would nicely fit in children's picture 

books (Şimşek et al., 2021). This possible characteristic of studying cultural motifs or how they are 

portrayed in picture books and consequently developing a creative attitude in children is scarce in this field. 

The authors convey this concern by highlighting the research gap to unravel the impact of Chinese cultural 

aspects in inculcating innovation and creative thinking through children’s literature. Such an omission 

indicates a growing gap in research by ignoring the integration of the cultural aspects in education and their 

contribution to children's literature. Children's book illustrations vividly reflect inherent values and a 

reliable cultural transmission mode. Torr (2023) emphasizes the need for studies that target parents and 

teachers as mediators to boost children's creativity and innovation levels through Chinese book illustrations.  

Parents and teachers should have a significant say too in the direction children are heading as 

readers; either way, support needs to be present (Yang & Li, 2022). However, this is only a part of the story, 

as the cognitive patterns, viewpoints, and behaviours represented in pictures of books that foster creativity 

still need to be well described. Further studies may also explore the perspectives of the parents and teachers 

about the process of selection, implementation, instruction and assessment of the picture books to enhance 

children's innovativeness and creativity (Anser et al., 2023). 

Moreover, research evidence needs to be more explicit about how digital picture books are 

manifested and utilized in promoting Chinese children's innovative and creative thinking capacity (Ridolfi, 

2023). With the passage of time and the advancement of technology, resources are moving towards digital 

media. That is why e-picture books are becoming popular. (Huang & Li, 2023). Furthermore, Valente (2023) 

examines the effect of interactive digital picture storybooks that have multimedia aspects on children's 

imagination, problem-solving ability, and creativity. This new trend of digital illustration primarily focuses 

only on immediate and short-term goals, leading to a deficit in picture books' potential to influence 

audiences, captivate them with a didactic appeal and induce imaginative and innovative inclination. Ad-

adept picture books are a source of expressive medium and can also invoke children's creativity. 

Considering this view, sequential studies were conducted, which concentrated on the children and followed 

their creative development for the whole year, identifying how picture books can continue to form children's 

innovative thinking (Torr, 2023). The missing links in these studies can show us how children's picture 

books can be used to increase the innovation and creativity level of Chinese kids (O'Rear et al., 2023).  
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This study suggests that further research should be conducted on the impact of books on children, 

identifying their role in promoting innovation and creativity, embodying Chinese cultural aspects, and 

effective use of image books by parents or teachers or creative digital picture books to induce cognitive 

development in children.  

3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Research Design  

In this quantitative study, we specifically aimed to investigate how children’s picture books 

stimulate creativity and innovation in young learners across different regions of China. In this study, we 

designed our research to cover various educational environments to ensure a robust analysis. Recognizing 

the diverse educational landscape in China, from technologically advanced urban schools to more resource-

limited rural settings, we included these varied contexts to explore how environmental factors might 

influence the effectiveness of picture books in fostering innovation. This careful planning was essential to 

accurately capture the broad spectrum of educational experiences across China and understand picture 

books' universal and unique impacts on children's creative development within these diverse settings. 

3.2 Ethical Consent  

Due to the sensitive nature of the study involving minors aged 5 to 8, we strongly emphasized 

ethical considerations to ensure the protection and respect of our young participants. To begin with, we 

thoroughly crafted an ethical code consistent with our institution's ethical guidelines, and all the 

amendments were compliant with it. Before data collection, we conducted a series of informational lessons 

for the parents and guardians who are the custodians of potential participants. We presented the study's 

objectives, the extent of their children's participation, and the measures in place to protect their children's 

privacy and emotional welfare in these workshops. They were notified that the collected data would be 

gathered in an organized and transparent way, after which it would be used to promote employees' health. 

The effectiveness of the chosen approach was demonstrated as well. 

We also ensured the consent forms were written so all students and parents knew their right to 

consent or choose otherwise. Furthermore, all the research premises were thoroughly dictated in the form 

so that the custodian understood the degree of involvement their children had in the research. This was to 

ensure compliance with the ethical regulations. It was mentioned that participation was done voluntarily, in 

addition to the ability to not continue with these services without any fear of being denied compensation or 

the relevant benefits. Moreover, the protocol must comply with the rules for working with minors. We 

obtained approval from the Institutional Review Board, which reviewed the study's methodology, ethical 

considerations, and consent procedure to ensure that all aspects of the study comply with the highest ethical 

standards of scientific research. The IRB also monitored how the study unfolded and was always available 

to tackle any ethical challenges during the research period. 

3.3 Sample size and sampling 

Our study targeted a diverse group of 1,000 children aged between 5 and 8 years from various 

regions across China. We employed a stratified sampling technique to achieve a representative sample that 

reflects the broad spectrum of Chinese society. This method ensured that our sample included children from 

various socioeconomic backgrounds, educational settings, and cultural environments. The stratification was 
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designed with meticulous attention to detail. We divided the potential participant pool into different strata 

based on key demographic factors: urban versus rural school settings, economic status of the regions, and 

cultural diversity. Each stratum was proportionally represented in our sample to ensure that the findings 

could be generalized across the different groups within the population. Concerning urban locations, we 

decided to recruit subjects from wealthy schools in top-income districts and schools in economically 

depressed localities to represent the degrees of diversity in urban schooling. We brought persons from 

remote zones and little towns to participate in our research. To reflect this in our study, we tried to 

comprehend whether picture books were efficiently engaged in remote areas with technological and human 

resources constraints. 

Consequently, the well-assessed sampling procedure was arranged with well-balanced and 

comprehensive data from all backgrounds. The diversity of data aided in assessing the influence of picture 

books on children's creativity and innovation, represented by picture books in different Chinese settings. 

This sampling helped to understand the universal and local effects. This approach, too, delivered us a high 

degree of reliability, simultaneously making picture books viewed as tools applicable in the learning milieu 

that bridges socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds. 

3.4 Instrument 

This study used the instruments to measure the creativity and engagement levels of the participating 

children with picture books. The first instrument was an adaptation of the well-established Torrance Tests 

of Creative Thinking (TTCT) (Torrance, 1996), which we modified to suit the cognitive levels and 

comprehension abilities of children aged 5 to 8. These modifications included simplifying the instructions 

and using age-appropriate visual and verbal tasks that assess divergent thinking, problem-solving 

capabilities, and the ability to generate unique ideas. The second instrument was a custom-designed 

questionnaire carefully developed by our research team to explore specific aspects of the children's reading 

habits and their interaction with picture books. This questionnaire consisted of 20 items and covered areas 

such as the frequency of reading sessions, the types of picture books preferred, the extent of parental 

involvement in reading activities, and the children's preferences between digital and traditional print books. 

Each question was crafted to capture nuanced aspects of the children's experiences and attitudes towards 

reading, which are critical for understanding the environment in which creativity may be fostered. 

To ensure the effectiveness and clarity of the questionnaire, we employed a Likert scale format, 

ranging from "Strongly Disagree" to "Strongly Agree," to measure the intensity of the children's responses. 

This format is handy for quantifying subjective judgments and perceptions in a statistically analyzable way. 

Recognizing our participants' language proficiency and developmental stage, we translated all materials 

into simplified Chinese. This translation was about language accuracy and cultural relevance, ensuring that 

the questions resonated with the children's everyday experiences and were comprehensible regardless of 

their regional dialect. Moreover, the questionnaire underwent a rigorous validation process involving 

educational experts and child psychologists to confirm its reliability and validity in capturing the intended 

metrics. This step was crucial to ensure that our data would be robust and reflect the children's true 

interactions and creativity levels influenced by their engagement with picture books. 

3.5 Data collection 

To ensure an inclusive and equitable data collection process, we distributed our questionnaires in 

paper format. This approach was essential for reaching children with limited or nonexistent digital resources 
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in rural areas. By using paper questionnaires, we were able to include a broader demographic and avoid 

technological barriers that could skew the representation of certain groups.  

We collected the data in carefully planned sessions at the participating schools. These sessions were 

designed to accommodate our participants' young age and varying comprehension levels. Particularly for 

the youngest cohort of children aged 5, we provided additional support to help them understand the 

questions. Trained researchers were present during these sessions to read questions aloud, rephrase them 

more straightforwardly when necessary, and ensure the children felt comfortable and understood what was 

being asked.  

The high return rate of our questionnaires (85% wholly filled) compared to the number of the 

distributed ones (in full) indicates the study's decisive role with the children and the facilitators in the 

schools. To increase our data's reliability, we supervised every questionnaire session ourselves. The 

supervision was necessary to make sure that the children's answers were provided independently and 

without interference from others, both peers and adults. Overlooking this can be a besmirch to the quality 

of the collected data. Additionally, we took great care in organizing these sessions so they would not disrupt 

the regular school day. We did that by scheduling these sessions outside the peak academic times and in 

consultation with school administrators and teachers to find time slots that were least intrusive to the 

academic schedule but long enough to let the children take their time and complete the questionnaires 

thoughtfully. 

3.6 Analysis techniques 

For our study, the collected data was analyzed using advanced statistical software, specifically 

SPSS, ensuring that our methods align with the best practices. Initially, we applied descriptive statistical 

techniques to provide a foundational understanding of the collected data. This included summarizing the 

children's reading habits, frequency of engagement with picture books, types of books read, and 

demographic variables such as age, gender, and regional background. These descriptive statistics served as 

a preliminary snapshot, helping us to characterize the study population and set the stage for more detailed 

analyses. Building on this foundation, we employed inferential statistical methods to delve deeper into the 

data and uncover underlying patterns and relationships. Regression analyses were a key component of our 

approach, allowing us to explore how different factors, such as the frequency of reading and types of 

engagement with picture books, predicted measures of creativity and innovation in the children. By 

constructing multiple regression models, we could isolate the effects of individual variables while 

controlling the others, providing more precise insights into the direct and indirect influences on creative 

thinking. 

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION  

4.1 Descriptive Statistics  

Table 1 shows the demographic information of our survey participants, making it unmistakable 

even at a glance that 1000 children who participated in the research are from different backgrounds. We 

assigned 5-8-year-olds to the first group, an equal size population (25%), and the third age group. Gender 

proportions were 100% balanced, too, where the study cohort had half of males and females with equal 

participation in each group. Regarding geographic location, our sample was equally split between urban 

and rural settings, capturing insights from children living in densely populated cities and quieter, more 
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remote villages. Socioeconomically, the children came from various backgrounds, with approximately one-

third from low-income, one-third from middle-income, and one-third from high-income households. This 

diversity also extends to their educational environments, where 70% attended public schools, reflecting a 

majority, while the remaining 30% were enrolled in private schools. This comprehensive demographic 

coverage ensures that our findings could have broader implications, reflecting various segments of the child 

population in China. 

Table 1: Demographic Characteristics of Study Participants 

Characteristic Total (N=1000) Percentage (%) Details 

Age    
Five years 250 25%  
Six years 250 25%  
Seven years 250 25%  
Eight years 250 25%  
Gender    
Male 500 50%  
Female 500 50%  
Geographic Location    
Urban 500 50% Including major cities and suburbs 

Rural 500 50% Including villages and small towns 

Socioeconomic Status    
Low 333 33.30% Low-income households 

Middle 334 33.40% Middle-income households 

High 333 33.30% High-income households 

Educational Setting    
Public School 700 70%  
Private School 300 30%  

Source: Author’s calculations  

Table 2 shows the descriptive statistics on the engagement and creative metrics of 1,000 children 

who participated in the survey. The average frequency of children who read picture books was moderately 

high at 3.5 on a scale of 1 to 5, with a standard deviation of 1.2, indicating a moderate spread in reading 

habits. The types of books read had a lower average of 2.8 on a scale from 1 to 5, reflecting a somewhat 

diverse range of book types explored by the children, with a smaller distribution as indicated by a standard 

deviation of 0.9.  

Parental involvement scored an average of 3.2, with a slightly wider standard deviation of 1.3, 

suggesting variability in how much parents are engaged in their children's reading activities. The creativity 

scores ranged broadly from 30 to 90, with an average score of 60 and a standard deviation of 15, 

highlighting significant differences in creative outputs among the children. Besides that, the average digital 

book popularity score was 2.1, with a standard deviation of 1.1 represented on a scale with 1-4 attributes, 

which means the tilt towards the digital formats is of the moderate type. However, this data needs to be 

more exhaustive in exhibiting the scope of interactivity between children and books and the creative 

abilities it inherently entails. 
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Table 2: Descriptive Statistics of Study Variables 

Variable Mean Standard Deviation Minimum Maximum N 

Reading Frequency 3.5 1.2 1 5 1000 

Types of Books Read 2.8 0.9 1 5 1000 

Parental Involvement 3.2 1.3 1 5 1000 

Creativity Score 60 15 30 90 1000 

Preference for Digital Books 2.1 1.1 1 4 1000 

 

4.2 Regression analysis  

Notably, a moderately strong correlation exists between reading frequency and creativity scores (r 

= 0.55), suggesting that children who read more frequently tend to have higher creativity scores, as shown 

in Table 3. The types of books read also show a positive correlation with creativity scores (r = 0.50), 

indicating that diversity in book types might stimulate creative thinking. Parental involvement has the 

strongest correlation with creativity scores (r = 0.60), underscoring the significant role that parental 

engagement can play in enhancing children's creative abilities. In contrast, the preference for digital books 

shows a weaker correlation with creativity scores (r = 0.25), hinting that the medium of reading (digital or 

physical) might be less influential on creativity than the content or frequency of reading. These correlations 

provide valuable insights into how different aspects of reading and interaction with books can influence 

creativity among children.  

Table 3: Correlation Matrix 

Variable 

Reading 

Frequency 

Types of 

Books 

Parental 

Involvement 

Preference for Digital 

Books 

Creativity 

Score 

Reading Frequency 1 0.45 0.3 0.2 0.55 

Types of Books 0.45 1 0.25 0.15 0.5 

Parental Involvement 0.3 0.25 1 0.1 0.6 

Preference for Digital 

Books 0.2 0.15 0.1 1 0.25 

Creativity Score 0.55 0.5 0.6 0.25 1 

 

Table 4 shows the regression analysis results, clearly illustrating the significant predictors of 

creativity scores among children influenced by their engagement with picture books. The intercept, set at 

20, with a p-value (0.001), indicates a strong baseline level of creativity assumed without the predictors 

included. Reading frequency emerged as a robust predictor, contributing an additional 3.5 points to the 

creativity score for each unit increase, reflecting its vital role in fostering creative thinking. Similarly, the 

diversity in types of books read increased by 2.8 points per unit, demonstrating the importance of varied 

content. Parental involvement had the most substantial impact, with a 4.2-point increase per unit, 

underscoring the critical influence of parent-child interactions on creativity. Preference for digital books 

also showed a positive effect, albeit smaller, adding 1.2 points, which suggests that the book's format, while 

still significant, is less influential than the content or engagement level. These results provide a compelling 
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quantitative backing to the importance of these factors in enhancing children's creativity through picture 

books. 

Table 4: Regression Analysis Results for Predicting Creativity Score 

Predictor Coefficient Standard Error t-value p-value 

Intercept 20 2.5 8 <0.001 

Reading Frequency 3.5 0.8 4.38 <0.001 

Types of Books 2.8 0.7 4 <0.001 

Parental Involvement 4.2 0.9 4.67 <0.001 

Preference for Digital Books 1.2 0.6 2 0.045 

 

Table 5 shows the regression model fit statistics, which indicates a strong and effective model. The 

R-squared value of 0.72 suggests that approximately 72% of the variability in children's creativity scores 

can be explained by the independent variables included in the model, which is a substantial proportion. The 

Adjusted R-squared, slightly lower at 0.71, accounts for the number of predictors in the model and confirms 

that the model's explanatory power remains robust even when considering the complexity of the model. 

The F-stat, at 82.3 scores, is especially outstanding, implying that the total model regression is statistically 

significant. All this is additionally confirmed by the low p-value, which stands at 0.001, to say that the 

model has high accuracy in the prediction of creative abilities based on indicators of reading frequency, 

book categories, parental engagement, and preference for digital books reliability and thereby to be unlikely 

to be a result of chance. In the context of the above stats, our model's power and reliability in addressing 

those factors that impact children's creativity is established. 

Table 5: Regression Model Fit Statistics 

Statistic Value 

R-squared 0.72 

Adjusted R-squared 0.71 

F-statistic 82.3 

p-value (Model Significance) <0.001 

 

4.3 Discussion 

The results of our study provide compelling evidence supporting the significant role of children's 

picture books in fostering innovation and creativity among young learners in China. Our findings indicate 

that frequent engagement with picture books correlates strongly with higher creativity scores. This aligns 

with prior research suggesting that diverse and consistent reading experiences can enhance children's 

cognitive flexibility and creative problem-solving skills (Bus et al., 2020).  

The present study aims to singularly demonstrate the effect of various types of books on creativity. 

Those kids who were introduced to different book genres were seen to be more creative, indicating that 

exposing them to diverse styles of narration and illustrations can trigger imagination and give rise to a 

multitude of problem-solving strategies. Therefore, this result is highly significant for educators and parents 

attempting to create learning environments that promote creativity. It is similar to the work of Mar and 

Oatley (2008), who proved that increasing the number of literary experiences assists people in improving 
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their emotional understanding and cognitive complexity. The research finds that “children being more 

creative” is closely correlated with “parental involvement” in our research. Thus, this result highlights the 

need for parents to participate actively in the reading exercises with the help of sociocultural theory, which 

indicates that children learn better through interactions (Vygotsky, 1978). From our data, it came to our 

attention that when parents talk about the stories, ask questions, and encourage children to share their ideas 

about books, their ability to think creatively is multiplied. 

Evaluating the impact of digital versus print books proved to be the least influential factor in 

improving children's creativity. This also implies that the medium through which the content is delivered 

plays a minor role. However, the quality of the content and the degree of interaction it entails influence 

children's creativity. This finding is essential in the digital age, where e-books are becoming increasingly 

prevalent, but it also underscores the irreplaceable value of traditional reading practices. Statistical analyses 

of the data further support the robustness of our model. With an R-squared value of 0.72, our model explains 

a significant portion of the variance in creativity scores. The high F-statistic and the significant p-value 

reinforce the reliability and validity of our findings across diverse demographic groups within the sample. 

5. PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS  

The study findings offer numerous important implications for in-school educators, parents, and 

policymakers who aim to boost children's innovative potential and creativity in China. The findings infer 

that the degree of frequency children have set for reading from diverse picture books must be considered. 

Likewise, educators can introduce a variety of genres and themes by including different perspectives in 

classroom reading materials, which will further develop children's interest in exploring alternative aspects 

of their lives. For example, parents can create various storybooks at home. Then, they can do the narration 

part of storytelling with the child asking questions and the parent answering them, intriguing the child to 

imagine. 

Furthermore, parental involvement raises the fact that parents are the critical factor influencing the 

growth of their children's creative skills. To optimize the positive effect sustained by parents, teachers can 

help and guide them in the role of parental presence in reading activities. Parental workshops and 

community reading programs can give parents the right tools for delivering creative outlets and 

incorporating critical thinking talks to the children during reading hours. Moreover, eBooks can effectively 

supplement print resources, but the books' relevant content and interactive parts are the priority. 

Policymakers and educators must improve the development and distribution of brilliant digital picture 

books with engaging storytelling and interactivity needed for creative endeavors. Meanwhile, various 

approaches to reduce the research gap and promote digital literacy assets in low-income areas will facilitate 

the creation of an inclusive environment where digital reading will benefit all children. 

6. CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

The picture books designed by authors not only serve the purpose of children's entertainment but 

can also promote creativity and innovation among children. This does not imply a direct relation between 

the number of books read and creative literacy but rather nurtures the mind for cognitive potential and 

ability to be groomed. The inconspicuous aspect of our result hints that it is more about the quality of 

interactions between children and picture books rather than the magnitude of these interactions. How 

children share stories after reading is a more robust indicator of children's creativity scale development. 
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Acquiring this understanding also applies to educators and parents who understand the essence of an 

interactive and thoughtful manner of reading. Educators must also be equipped with strategies to facilitate 

a meaningful discourse about the reading material so that it becomes more than a passive activity. The child 

engages with it, ultimately inclining towards thought processes and being engaged in story discussions and 

critical thinking exercises. Parents and their children are highly recommended to do a joint reading habit. 

Aside from simply reading aloud with the kids more regularly, it allows the opportunity for discussions and 

learning to create and express their thoughts and ideas, which imparts cognitive and emotional development 

among children. For policymakers, our work outlines the significance of the allocation of finances for 

libraries and learning programs that prioritize the selection of collections that are not only diversified but 

of high-quality content that offers interactive reading sessions. Action should be taken to develop 

premises beyond books that stimulate reading and creativity. 

7. LIMITATIONS AND FUTURE RESEARCH  

This investigation studied the role of picture books on Chinese children. Thus, this study confronts 

the limitation of a small sample size. Though the research population seemed representative, our study is 

more specific regarding a limited age group (5-8 years) and a narrow geographical coverage (urban and 

rural areas in China). Therefore, the findings of the study cannot be generalized, and on the other hand, this 

study is limited to the quantitative methods; thus, qualitative data such as precise observations or interviews 

will provide more detailed views of how children interact with the books and how this interaction influences 

their creative development. Though the current study uncovers some aspects of this relationship, more 

research may be needed to establish the links between picture books and creative activity in the future. It 

will impart knowledge regarding the role of children's books and their beneficial impact on the ability to 

raise creativity in children and groom holistically innovative and critical thinkers of the future. 
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